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Think you're smarter than UW docs? 
Posted: March 27, 2010 |(10) Comments 

The pro-lifers thought they had the University of Wisconsin dead to rights, breaking the laws that keep 
your government out of the abortion business. The pro-lifers had e-mails, contracts, the diagram of 
entanglements between the university's medical school and Planned Parenthood's Madison abortuary. 

Fools. Who precisely did these pro-lifers think they were dealing with? The university knows its way 
around the law. And over, under and behind it, too. 

The matter does look pretty straightforward. Wisconsin has two related laws, one saying that the state, 
its subdivisions and agencies shall spend "no funds" for "the performance of an abortion." The other 
says no state support can go to any group that "promotes, encourages or counsels in favor of abortion 
services." 

At the UW med school, students training to be gynecologists learn abortions at Planned Parenthood. Nor 
is it just students: Medical residents, who are paid for their work, wield the forceps, too. UW faculty 
supervise this. 

"They're basically training future abortionists by sending them to Planned Parenthood," said Virginia 
Zignego, Pro-Life Wisconsin spokeswoman. The group knew about the rotation for years, said Zignego, 
but learned the monetary details via an open records request. 

"UWHC has been paying for the rotation to date. We will continue to do so. Please let Planned 
Parenthood know," reads one of the obtained e-mails, by Carl J. Getto, for instance. He's the medical 
school's associate dean of hospital affairs. 

"That, to me, is a direct violation of state law," said Zignego, and her group's legal help thinks so, too. 
Matt Bowman of the Alliance Defense Fund, a public-interest law firm, said that on its face, it looks like 
a state agency is doing what has been illegal since 1977. 
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This is no minor point. Aside from the legality of abortion, about which society seems to have settled 
into a detente, there are laws that keep that detente from breaking into war. One is the funding ban. Lots 
of people don't want their money nor their public institutions complicit in something they regard as 
contract murder. 

"The encouragement and subsidy of nontherapeutic abortions&ensp.&ensp.&ensp.&ensp is not in the 
best interests of the people and does not serve the common good," the Legislature said in passing that 
law. 

When I called UW, spokeswoman Lisa Brunette replied, pleasantly. No, she said, no laws are broken. 
The faculty are reimbursed by Planned Parenthood, while the residents are paid not by the university but 
by the University of Wisconsin Hospital and Clinics - the UWHC Getto referred to. It, said Brunette, 
isn't a state agency. It is a state-created public authority. 

That means that UW Hospital gets certain benefits of being a state agency, say legal experts I checked 
with, while funding itself from patient fees. The university is probably correct: It's teaching abortions, 
but the money comes from a public authority, not taxpayers. Though the experts said this wasn't a sure 
thing. And, Bowman point out, the law bans the use of any state agency funds - not just those from 
taxpayers. 

Then again, Bowman isn't a district attorney. He can't prosecute. So there. UW 1, pro-lifers, zip. 

Of course, in passing that law, the Legislature plainly was worried not just about the state's money but 
its good name. That name is worth something, particularly to UW Hospital. You'll notice it doesn't bear 
some faked-up hospital-chain name but that of the university whose reputation was very much taxpayer 
funded. 

Those taxpayers are obstreperous. They complained last year when, after Madison's premier abortionist 
quit, university doctors said they'd take his place, getting around that law by committing abortions on 
their own time. 

Now the school's having to run for daylight around laws again - your inconvenient laws imposed on a 
medical school where the obstetrics chairwoman wrote to Planned Parenthood on UW letterhead to say, 
"The provision of abortion care is so central to my commitment to health care and leadership in the 
department, I will personally start to provide abortion care" at the group's clinic. 

Cultures clash, and what's a school to do? Find an asterisk. Don't like it? Tough. They outsmarted you. 

Now, before you go about your business, your university would like to talk to you about the size of next 
year's appropriation&ensp.&ensp.&ensp.&ensp 

Patrick McIlheran is a Journal Sentinel editorial columnist. E-mail pmcilheran@journalsentinel.com 
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